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SAN FRANCISCO’S PLAYGROUNDS & 
RECENT IMPROVEMENTS EFFORTS 

Playground Improvement Highlights 
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RPD Playgrounds 
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RPD Playgrounds 
Renovated or Scheduled  
for Renovation 
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RPD Playgrounds 
Without Renovated  
Playgrounds 
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Lafayette Park 
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Helen Diller Playground 
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Mission Playground 
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Sue Bierman Playground 
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Cabrillo Playground 
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Carl Larsen Playground 
Concept Plan 11 
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South Park 
Concept Plan 
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CURRENT PLAYGROUND 
CONDITIONS ASSESSMENT 
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Controller’s City Survey 

This survey 
• Objectively addresses residents’ use 

and satisfaction with various City 
services 
 

• Helps determine community 
priorities as a part of San Francisco’s 
ongoing planning process.  
 

• Is available at 
http://www.sfcontroller.org/citysurve
y.  
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2013 Parks Survey – Key Findings  
• San Francisco residents 

continue to use parks 
frequently  

• On average, park visitors 
give city parks a grade of 
“B” (Good) 

• A majority of residents 
express satisfaction with 
RPD programs, and 
ratings are higher than in 
2011.  Also “B” (Good). 
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PARKS ALLIANCE SECTION 
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SF Parks Alliance: Our mission is to inspire and promote civic engagement and philanthropy to protect, 
sustain and enrich San Francisco parks and open green spaces. 
 

San Francisco Recreation and Parks Department: Our mission is to provide enriching recreational activities, 
maintain beautiful parks and preserve the environment for the well-being of our diverse community. 

Failing Playgrounds Task Force 
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The Playground Initiative is a partnership between SF Parks Alliance and the SF Recreation & Parks 
Department. The Initiative works towards ensuring that all children in San Francisco have access to a 
safe and engaging play space in their own neighborhood.  
 

The Playground Report Card is a project of the Playground Initiative.  
First playground survey tool was developed in 2006, based on the work of the National Program for 
Playground Safety. 
•Every 2 years SFPA and RPD survey all RPD playgrounds (125+) to determine the condition & quality 
of individual playgrounds. 
• The grades that result from the surveys are published in the Playground Report Card.  
• Report Cards published in 2006, 2008, 2010, and 2012. 
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How is the Playground Report Card Used ? 
* INDENTIFY NEED  * FUNDRAISING  * COMMUNITY MOBILIZATION  

  •Distributed to Mayor’s Office, Rec & Parks Department, Board of Supervisors, Recreation and Parks 
Commission, and other City leaders to inform and foster support for the city’s most needy playgrounds. 
 

•Used as data source by SFPA and RPD to identify which playgrounds are most in need of renovations.  
• Used by “Friends of” playground groups to  
bolster fundraising efforts. 
•Used as a catalyst for volunteer activation  
with end goal of improving conditions at  
select playgrounds.   
(Volunteer work days at C & D graded sites)  
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 Report Card Results  

 
  

• Since the first Report Card in 2006, grades of playgrounds have consistently improved, with 
more “A” playground each time and less failing playgrounds. The results show positive, upward 
momentum in the overall state of San Francisco’s playgrounds.  

 

• Recent improvements due in large part to: 
 * Investments from the 2008 Clean & Safe Neighborhood Parks Bond 
 * RPD’s Community Opportunity Fund 
 * Contributions via “Friends of” playground groups  
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Playground Survey Instrument  

: 
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Playground Survey Instrument  

: 
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Ground Surface 
A playground’s ground surface is vital to protecting children from injury when falling or jumping off of 
equipment. 
 

In San Francisco, the 3 types of ground surface you will see in public playgrounds are:  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sand Rubber Tile Poured-in-place rubber 

 
 
Sand should be at least 12 inches deep and not compacted.  
 

Rubber surfacing should be undamaged and free of tripping hazards. 
 

All ground surfaces should cover concrete footings and anchoring devices.  
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Cleanliness 

All playgrounds should be free of dangerous 
debris such as needles and broken glass. 
 
Rubber surfaces should be kept free of sand as 
sand wears the surface down over time. 
 
Ground surface should have no more than 10 
pieces of visible litter or debris in a 25 x 25 foot 
area or along a 100 foot line. 



Failing Playgrounds Task Force 
sfrecpark.org/failing-playgrounds-2012-bond In partnership with 

Play Equipment 

Checking for adequate fall zones. 
 
A fall zone is the space under and around playground equipment. It should be covered 
with protective surfacing and extend a minimum of six (6) feet in all directions from the 
edge of stationary play equipment.  
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Play Equipment 
Head entrapment: Is the play equipment free of any gaps greater than 3.5 inches and less 
than 9 inches wide (which would be head entrapment hazards)? 
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2014 Reassessment Survey 
 
Sites surveyed between October 2013 and 
March 2014 
 

Same survey instrument used as in previous 
Playground Report Cards 
 

Each playground surveyed by: 
• RPD staff person and 
• SFPA staff person or community 
volunteer 

 

Two survey scores averaged to make the 
final grade. 
 

Reassessment Report published in 2014 & 
will provide data point for Failing 
Playground Task Force. 
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SF Playground Report Card Recap   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Playground Report Card provides an objective basis for raising and allocating resources, and for 
fostering community organizing around playground needs and improvements. 
 
The ultimate goal of the Playground Initiative is to so greatly improve the overall condition of all our 
city’s playgrounds that no “failing” playgrounds remain.  
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